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¢, The Om symbol emoji marks content dealing with spirituality, and
o feelings of inner peace. Nada Brahma is a Sanskrit expression with
roots in Indian Vedic spirituality. It is most commonly translated
as “Sound is God.”

We take care of our tummy, our tongue, our nose, our eyes, but we
rarely take care of our soul. “Our soul needs music, nice good music and that is
the food of the soul. Raga, you see, is the language of God.”

Emperor of Sarod Ustad Ali Akbar Khan Sahib

APAI’s Mission

The mission of the Association of Performing Arts of India (APAI) is to preserve
and promote Indian classical music and dance through concerts, classes, lecture-

demonstrations, and formal education in schools, colleges, universities, and the
community at large.

Indian music is the oldest written music in the world, with a spiritual quality that transcends the
physical realm and speaks directly to the soul. With its roots in the Vedas, sacred documents
dated 4,000 years ago; Indian Classical Music is an essential component in shaping the rich
cultural heritage that is India today, as well as lending itself to influencing a multitude of other
historically overlooked and underfunded communities.

Inspired and guided by their heritage, Bharti and Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi wanted to
foster an understanding of Indian arts and culture in the South Florida community, not only to
ensure that those of Indian descent were able to maintain their traditional culture, but also to
teach the community at large about that culture and its contributions to the richness of American
and World society. They decided to form a nonprofit organization dedicated to presenting live
performances of Indian Classical Music and Dance and to educating youth and adults
throughout the community. Their dedication to this purpose has resulted in the creation of a
unique resource for South Florida.

Since its founding 25 years ago on June 5, 1998, the Association of Performing Arts of
India, has brought the culture, music, dance and performing arts of the South Asian subcontinent
of India to the South Florida tri-county area. APAI focuses not only on featuring premier-caliber
artists associated with the Hindustani or North Indian classical tradition, but also presents
classical dance and dance-drama, folk art forms, and cross-cultural events.




APAI’s History

We both are very proud of our heritage. With the
i grace of all mighty, our parents and Guru’s
W blessings, we can share our passion for Indian
Classical Music and Dance with the South Florida
Community. Thank you all for your support and we
hope you will continue to support APAL
Bharti and Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi, 2023

The Association of Performing Arts of India’s inaugural performance was held on
November 8, 1998, presenting Ustad Rashid Khan, a leading Hindustani vocal
artist accompanied by Tabla drums and the now rarely seen Classical Indian
bowed fiddle known as the Sarangi. Over the years, the Association has brought a
variety of high caliber national, international, and world-known artists to our
region presenting a wide range of vocal and instrumental music.

Instrumental music presented by APAI has featured all of the principal
instruments of the Hindustani tradition: Sitar, Sarod (a fretless multi-stringed lute),
Shehnai (the Indian oboe), Sarangi (the Indian bowed fiddle) and the bamboo flute.
Presented artists have included prominent sitarists such as Ustad Shujaat Hussain
Khan, a leading exponent of the Imdadkhani Gharana and son of the late, great
Ustad Vilayat Khan, and Irshad Khan, along with Sarod maestro Aashish Khan,
son of the legendary Ustad Ali Akbar Khan Sahib, perhaps the most respected
name in Indian Classical music today. APAI has also presented Grammy award
winner Pt. Vishwa Mohan Bhatt on the Mohan Veena (a modified slide guitar).

Vocal music has been heavily featured as well, including male and female
artists who are exponents of a particular style from a number of different gharanas
or musical “families." These include singers such as Shubha Mudgal, vocalist on
many film soundtracks and a prominent recording artist in India’s film industry,
and the late Lakshmi Shankar, sister-in-law to Ravi Shankar, the featured vocalist
on the soundtrack to Richard Attenborough’s epic film “Gandhi.”

APAI'S work is highly specialized, bringing world-class artists to the area.
Substitutions for such programming are not readily achievable within the local
community. With a view to demonstrating the commonalities of different musical
traditions, the Association has twice presented fusion performances melding the
musical and dance traditions of flamenco and Indian traditions.




We have showcased the Flamenco guitar alongside the Sarangi and Flamenco
vocals (Cante). At the same time, audiences experienced classical Indian dance
Kathak, side by side with the fiery steps of Flamenco. The common rhythmic and
melodic foundation of these two very different traditions was evident in the
performances and the ability of the artists to communicate with little or no
rehearsal across language and stylistic barriers, which was impressive.

The Association has endeavored, and succeeded, in presenting great variety,
cultural diversity and art of the highest artistic integrity and quality without
neglecting the very capable dancers, singers and instrumentalists in our own
community who have participated and performed in our programs dedicated to
local artists. The years since our inception have seen events ranging from small,
intimate audiences and community outreach programs such as numerous lecture
demonstrations to sold-out houses at larger venues, each program contributing in
its own way to furthering communication with our audience and the community at
large.

In the future, APAI will continue to serve the community and fulfill its
mission. APAI met the challenges of maintaining a performing arts organization
during the most difficult years of Covid. With little opportunity to experience
living art in any form, APAI’s supporters and others who appreciate the arts
gained a new appreciation of the unique contribution of live performance. At the
same time, APAI and other arts organizations developed a greater understanding
of how technology can provide both performance platforms and educational
opportunities. For APA], the difficulties of bringing artists from other countries to
South Florida have also energized efforts to bring talented performers from India
and other locations and, more than ever, to showcase the talents of Indian
musicians and dancers, both professionals and students, in the South Florida
community.

And, 2023 has been a lively year - APAI has presented
e On February 25, 2023, “Incarnations of Lord Vishnu”, a dance performance in

celebration of APAI's 25t anniversary, featuring 52 community dancers and
their students.

On April 16, 2023, in collaboration with Maharashtra Mandal of South Florida,
“Music for the Soul: A Vocal Concert”, featuring vocalists Vidushi Pallavi Joshi
and Vidushi Apoorva Gokhale, accompanied by Sanjay Deshpande and
Chinmay Kolhatker.




Renowned pianist Utsav Lal presents a master class to
Florida Atlantic University students at the Boca Raton campus on April 1, 2022.




Community Outreach

One of APAI’'s most important roles in the South Florida community is to reach out
into youth and adults, people who live here and people who visit, to educate them
about the culture and living arts forms of India. The following pictures highlight a
few of the many outreach events we have presented thought the community over
the past 25 years. We have visit elementary schools, high schools, colleges,
libraries, community centers, government buildings, and auditoriums across the
county. Our audiences have included hundreds of young people and adults drawn
from the many cultural groups represented in Broward County and South Florida.

In 25 years, APAI has provided Dance and Music outreach to the following
institutions:

American Express, India Day, Plantation,
FL

Arts Serve- Art Express

Boca Raton Museum of Art

Broward After School

Broward County Cultural Division, Arts
Ed Forever

Broward Library System

India Odyssey, Blake Library, Jupiter, FL
Borders Book Store, Sunrise, FL
Broward College

Broward Library System

Broward School System

Boys and Girls Club

C. G. Smith Community Mental Health
Center

Carnival Center

Children Service Council

City of Hollywood, Global Groove

City of Sunrise

City of Miramar

Coral Springs Museum of Art

Dave & Mary Alper Jewish Community
Center

Florida Atlantic University

Florida International University

City of Fort Lauderdale, India Day
Celebration

India Mega Market, Hyatt Regency
Miami Metro Zoo

Miami Dade College

Miramar Library

New World School of Art

Norton Museum

Nova Public Library, Davie, FL

Pine Crest School, Boca Raton
Renaissance Festival, Pompano Beach, FL
South Florida Hindu Temple

South Florida Youth Symphony

St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Lake Worth
St. Thomas Church, Miami, FL

Town of Davie, Cultural Diversity
Festival

Young at Art Museum

United Cerebral Palsy Aftercare Program




Outreach Links

Tabla Class at Broward College https://youtu.be/K3k6p95i7r0

Professor Clarence Brooks of the FAU dance department invited APAI to present a workshop
in Oddissi dance style, presented by Srinwanti Chakrabarti, February 2, 2015._
https:/ /voutu.be/w6PiGPV813k

APAI sponsored a World Dance/Bharat Natyam Dance Course; the video features the
students performing at “Dance we dance” day on April 24, 2009. Rangapriya Nagaraj,
Instructor. https://voutu.be/aZlpoGKF1lmg

World Dance/Bharat Natyam dance course, FAU Fall semester, August 24, 2009. Instructor
Rashmi Venkata Shiva Reddy taught the course to 20 students. This is the dance recital by
her class. https://voutu.be/YwWsMaO2tB

Bharti Chokshi at Pembroke Lakes Elementary School (2003)  Bharti Chokshi demonstrating Sitar to children (2007)

Indus Valley Civilization-Art of Sari, Broward Main Library (2008) Rashmi Sridhar at Nova University (2004)



https://youtu.be/K3k6p95i7r0
https://youtu.be/w6PiGPV8l3k
https://youtu.be/aZlpoGKF1mg
https://youtu.be/YwWsMaO2tB

Bennett Elementary — Dance
Demonstration by Rashmi Sridhar (2007)

Madhavi and Minakshi Didi Pathak at Alper JCC Miami (2006) Coral Springs Museum of Art

Menon at Choice Point (2005) with Neha Shah (2013)

Priya Nagaraj at the North Lauderdale Library (2008) Bharti Chokshi at Historical Museum of Southern Florida (2009)

Srinwanti at Florida Atlantic University Dance demonstration by Rashmi Sridhar at Quest Center (2010)
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Malini Basu with Florida Youth Symphony (2011)

Y

Santoor Demonstration
at ArtServe by Meera Gandhi (2022)

Kathak Lecture Demo by Prashant Shah at Broward College (2012)




Rajesh Ramoutar and Rajesh Bhandari at
Pinecrest High School (2019)

Madhavi Menon and group: dance demo at Broward
County North Regional Library (2020)

Pt. Krishna Mohan Bhatt (Sitar), Saraswathi Ranganathan (Veena), Nitin Mitta (Tabla), Ganapathy Ranganathan (Mridangam):
Lecture-Demonstration at Broward College-Central Campus (September 9, 2016)




25 BREATHTAKING YEARS OF
LIVE PERFORMANCES

The musicians and dancers who have performed in
APAI events have come from all over the world, the
United States, Florida, and the local community.
Whether professionals or students, their skill and grace
in performing have brought APAI’s audiences both
pleasure and understanding.

e World renown performers, including Lakshmi
Shankar, Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia, Vidushi
Manju Mehta, Ustad Zakir Hussain, and the Shakti
Dance Company.

Local performers, both professionals and those just

learning, have performed individually and in groups,

enabling us to highlight the richness and variety of

their skills and display them in events like APAI’'s Chitram and Unity
Through Diversity events featuring dozens of local performers and
concerts.

Dance forms have included Bharatanatyam, Folk, Flamenco, Kathak,
Kuchipudi, and Odissi.

The fusion of other cultures with Indian arts has been demonstrated in
performances featuring Indian Classical music and dance combined with
Flamenco.

Every instrument currently used in performing Indian Classical music
has been featured, ranging from traditional instruments like the Flute,
Sarangi, Sarod, Sitar, Shehnai,Veena,Violin,PakhavajMridangam and
Tabla, to the grand Piano and Cello.

Vocalists have included Ustad Rashid Khan, Pandit Jasraj, Veena
Sahasrabudde, the Gundecha Brothers, Pandit Rajan Sajan Misra, Shubha
Mudgal and Mitali Banerjee Bhawmik who have presented a range of
music from Classical Indian to more contemporary content.




The list below includes all of the performances presented by APAI, beginning with
the most recent performances and ending with our inaugural performance in June
1998.

October 8, 2023, “Celestial Vocal
Concert”, featuring Dhananjay

Hegde, with Pranav Gurav on Tabla
and Dnyaneshwar Sonawane on
Harmonium

April 16, 2023, in collaboration with
Maharashtra Mandal of South Florida,
“Music for the Soul: A Vocal Concert”,
featuring vocalists Vidushi Pallavi Joshi
and Vidushi Apoorva Gokhale,
accompanied by Sanjay Deshpane and
Chinmay Kolhatker

February 25, 2023, "Incarnations of
Lord Vishnu”, a dance performance

in celebration of APAI's 25th
anniversary, featuring 52 community
dancers and their students

September 18, 2022,” Divine Strings”,

Grammy- award Winner Pt. Vishwa
Mohan Bhatt on Slide Guitar and

Subhen Chatterjee on Tabla

May 15, 2022, “Traditions” featured Dr.
S. Ramakrishnan, Madhu
Chandrasekar, and Kavitha Jayaraman.
February 6, 2022, “Melodious Sound of
Santoor and Tabla”, Nandkishor Muley
on Santoor, Rajesh Bhandari on Tabla
April 11, 2021, Nandan Shastry,
Vocalist; Dr. Manohar Apte on
Harmonium; Rajesh Bhandari on Tabla
September 13, 2020, Rajesh Ramoutar
on Sitar; Rajesh Bhandari on Tabla
March 3, 2019, Gundecha Brothers,
Vocalists

May 18, 2019, Omkar Dadarkar,
Vocalist

August 11, 2019, Abhinava Dance
Company, “TAD BHARATHAM”
September 14, 2019, “Unforgettable Sufi
and Sitar”, Shujaat Husain

March 10, 2018, “Dancing for Gods: Kathak,
Oddissi, Kuchipudi & Bharat Natyam Style”
August 25, 2018, 20th APAI Anniversary
Program featuring Indian Film Classic
“Jalsaghar-The Music Room” at Savor Cinema
and live concert with Ustad Irshad Khan on
Sitar and Surbahar; Shankhachur Lahiri on
Tabla (Broward Center)

March 25, 2017, “Tribute to Pt. Ramesh
Mishra”; Mitali Banerjee Bhawmik, Vocalist;
Dr. Manohar Apte on Harmonium; Rajesh
Bhandari on Tabla

May 21, 2017, “Divine Strings”; Pt. Vishwa
Mohan Bhatt on Mohan Veena; PPt. Subhen
Chatterjee on Tabla

August 26, 2017, APAI DAY featuring local
talents

October 7, 2017, “Melodious Music on Sarod
and Tabla”; Apratim Majumdar on Sarod;
Shankhachur Lahiri on Tabla

September 10, 2016, “Celestial Sound of Sitar
and Veena”; Krishna Mohan Bhatt on Sitar;
Nitin Mitta on Tabla; Saraswathi Ranganathan
on Veena; Ganapathi Ranganathan on
Mridangam

May 8, 2016, “Cosmic Sound of Dhrupad”;
Gundecha Brothers, Vocalists

April 8, 2016, Ustad Zakir Hussain

March 12, 2016, Manju Mehta on Sitar;
Gourisankar Karmakar on Tabla




January 30, 2016, “Dazzling Dances of
India and Spain”

September 26, 2015, “Indian Ragas on
Piano and Tabla”; Utsav Lal on Piano;
Rajesh Bhandari on Tabla

August 22, 2015, “Melodious Moods “;
Hemang Mehta, Vocalist; Dr. Neelesh
Nadkarni on Harmonium; Meghashyam
Keshav on Tabla

March 7, 2015, “Enchanting Sound of
Sitar and Tabla”; Ustad Shahid Parvez
on Sitar; Gourisankar Karmakar on
Tabla

January 31, 2015, “Dancing Divas”;
Srinwanti Chakrabarti and Sahana
Balasubramanya, Dancers

October 5, 2014, “Music for the Soul”;
Kumar Mardur, Vocalist; Shri Ashis
Sengupta on Tabla; Shri Satishreddi
Kolli on Harmonium

September 6, 2014, “Celestial Sounds of
Veena & Mridangam”; Saraswathi
Ranganathan on Veena; Ganapathi
Ranganathan on Mridangam

April 26, 2014, “Spiritual Sound of
Violin”; Kala Ramnath on Violin;
Abhijit Banerjee on Tabla

March 22, 2014, “Unity through
Diversity”, 58 Eastern and Western
local artists: Vocalists, Musicians, and
Dancers

Unity Through Diversity Participants and Volunteers

* September 28, 2013, “Rhythm of
Rajasthan: Music and Dance”
* August 3, 2013, “Music for the Soul”;

Dr. Noorul Hasan Khan on Sitar; Sanjoy
Banerjee, Vocalist; Sudhir Limaye on Tabla;
Dr. Manohar Apte on Harmonium

May 19, 2013, “Celestial Vocal”; Arati
Ankalikar Tikekar, Vocalist; Shankhachur
Lahiri on Tabla; Milind Kulkarni on
Harmonium).

March 2, 2013, “Tribute to Pandit Ravi
Shankar”; Alam Khan on Sarod; Kartik
Seshadri on Sitar; Hindole Majumdar on
Tabla; Mohini Athavale on Tanpura
September 8, 2012, “Fusion of Flamenco and
Kathak Dance”; Clarita Filgueiras, Flamenco
Dancer; Prashant Shah, Kathak Dancer;
Padmasri Dance Academy-Bharatnatyam

i s4mm |
Prashant Shah and Clarita Filgueiras September 8, 2012

September 7, 2012, “Kathak Dance Lecture
Demonstration”; Prashant Shah

May 19, 2012, “The Celestial Trio”; Subhen
Chatterjee on Tabla; Rupak Kulkarni on
Flute; Snehashish Mozumdar on Mandolin
March 24,2012, “Enchanting Sounds of
Sitar and Tabla”; Anupama Bhagwat on
Sitar; Shouri Lahiri on Tabla

February 18, 2012, “Raga Unveiled: A Film
by Gita Desai”

July 31, 2011, House Concert; Pt. Krishna
Mohan Bhatt on Sitar; Jeff Deen on Tabla
May 7, 2011, “Madhya-Laya Percussion
Concert”; Akhilesh Gundecha on
Pakhawaj; Anup and Manoj Boralia on
Dholak, Dafali, Matka, and Angklung;
Himanshu Mahant on Tabla




April 2, 2011, “Chitram: A Portrait
of Indian Culture”; 70 local artists--
vocalists, dancers, musicians.
January 15, 2011, Concert by
Rhythm of Rajasthan

September 4, 2010, Flute Concert;
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia on

Flute; Aura Rascon on Flute; Pt.
Anindo Chatterjee on Tabla; Mohini
Athavale on Tanpura

May 23, 2010, “Celestial Music”;
Ramakant and Umakant Gundecha,
Vocalists; Shri Akhilesh Gundecha
on Pakhavaj; Nirant Gundecha and
Jennifer Melmon on Tanpura
February 28, 2010, “Music for the
Soul”; Mitali Banerjee Bhawmik,
Vocalist; Ramesh Misra on Sarangi;
Nitin Mitta on Tabla

December 13, 2009, Nandkishor
Muley on Santoor; Nitin Mitta on
Tabla

August 29, 2009, Rajeeb
Chakraborty on Sarod; Reena
Shrevastava on Sitar; Subhen
Chatterjee on Tabla

April 1, 2009, Ustad Ali Ahmed
Hussain Khan on Shehnai, Pt.
Subhen Chetterjee on Tabla.

September 26, 2008, Shakti Dance
Company, "Ramayan" Dance Drama
August 30, 2008 Pt.Rajan Sajan Misra-
Vocal concert, Subhen Chatterjee

(Tabla), Sanatan Goswami
(Harmonium).

June 7, 2008 Shubhendra Rao (Sitar),
Saskia Rao (Cello), Biplab Bhattacharya
(Tabla).

August 25, 2007, Shakti Dance Company,
"Shiva Shakti" Dance Drama

June 30, 2007, Pt. Jasraj, Vocalist; Ratan
Sharma, Vocalist; Samir Chatterjee on
Tabla; Rajendra Vaishampayan on
Harmonium

March 31, 2007, Pt. Krishna Mohan Bhatt
on Sitar; Mitali Banerjee Bhawmik,
Vocalist; Nitin Mitta on Tabla; Mohini
Athavale on Tanpura

September 9, 2006, Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia on Flute (his first South Florida
appearance),Shri Vijay Ghate (Tabla)
October 8, 2005, Pt. Brij Narayan on Sarod
August 20, 2005, Shakti Dance Company,
“Sant Meera” Dance Drama

April 1, 2005, Vishva Mohan Bhatt on Slide
Guitar

August 8, 2004, Shakti Dance Company,
“Prince to Buddha” Dance Drama

June 19, 2004, Veena Sahasrabuddhe,
Vocalist

February 21, 2004, Local Artists Folk
Dances and Music

August 30, 2003, Shujaat Husain Khan,
Sitar

April 6, 2003, Shakti Dance Company,
“Bhagavad Geeta”, Dance Drama
September 29, 2002, Uday Bhawalkar,
Vocalist

August 24, 2002, Lakshmi Shankar,
Vocalist

April 20, 2002, Kathak and Flamenco
Dance




August 12, 2000, Aashish Khan

on Sarod, Pranesh Khan on Tabla

March 26, 2000, David and Chandrakantha
Courtney, Vocal and Tabla

October 30, 1999, Manju Mehta on Sitar;
Rupande Shah, Vocalist,Kadar Khan

Tabla

September 26, 1999, Shubha Mudgal,
Vocalist

March 6, 1999, Local Artists Concert;
Bharti Chokshi, Miron Lesham and Shirish
Patankar on Sitar; Krupal Shah and Murly
Iyer on Flute, Bharathi Gopalkrishnan and
Vicki Richards on Violin, Dr.
Ramakrishnan on Mridangam, Tim
Richards, Fernando Subirates, Rajesh
Bhandari and Rajan Job on Tabla

June 22,1998, Ustad Rashid Khan, Vocalist
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June 16, 2001, Pt. Manilal Nag on
Sitar, Ustad Ali Ahmed Husain
Khan on Shehnai

April 14, 2001, Indian and Flamenco
Music

September 8, 2012, “Fusion of Flamenco and Kathak Dance”; Clarita Filgueiras,
Flamenco Dancer; Prashant Shah

Congratulations on a successful production Saturday. It was quite the experience! I
am still duly surprised by what I experienced watching masters of music and dance
working so adeptly together as well as masters in two uniquely different dance
genres collaborating in performance. The solo Kathak and Flamenco performances
were brilliant, but I was completely taken aback by the duet in the second half -
! stunning, sensational, and exciting!
Clarence L. Brooks, Jr., Associate Professor, Director of Dance-Department of Theatre and Dance, Dorothy
F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters Florida Atlantic University




Singers featured in “Chitram”

Pandit Jasraj Vidushi Manju Mehta
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November 7, Smar Saha, Tabla; Ustad Rashid Khan, Pt. Rajan Sajan Misra
Vocal; Sardendu Ghosh, Harmonium

Thank you so much for the performance on Saturday evening [September 6, 2006, Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia
and Vijay Ghate]. It truly was incredible. | had no idea what to expect and on all levels | was so impressed.
On a personal level | enjoyed the music tremendously. It was amazing to listen to each piece develop as it
progressed. Of course, as an arts manager | continue to be impressed by what you have accomplished and
the important contribution that you are making the cultural life of our community. In fact, | made a special
comment at our board meeting this morning about your event.

-- Mark Nerenhausen, former CEO Broward Center for the




The Community’s Generosity

Since APAI’s formation in 1998, APAI has been successful in fulfilling its mission
to preserve and promote Indian Classical Music and Dance through concerts,
classes and lecture-demonstrations for the South Florida community. The work
that APAI does cannot be done without the help of our many volunteers,
supporters, collaborators, and funders. The time, dollars, and resources provided
by this diverse group make it possible for APAI to pay the many costs of
presenting live performances, cover administrative costs, and provide supplies
needed to perform community outreach.

The support we have received from the National Endowment for the Arts, the State
of Florida Division of Arts and Culture, the National Endowment for the Arts,
Broward County Board of County Commissioners, Broward Cultural Council,
Broward County Cultural Division and Funding Arts Broward has been both
generous and greatly appreciated.
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Over 25 years, numerous individuals and organizations have offered support to
APAI Dozens of individuals - too numerous to name here -- have contributed

their time and financial support in support of our mission. And, the APAI Board is
especially appreciative of the time, advice, and financial support received from
government entities, businesses, schools, and universities in both Broward County
and throughout South Florida including:
ArtServe = Broward County Schools
Broward Center of Performing Arts = Dr. Daniel Lewis and Miami Dance
Broward College Futures, Inc.
Broward County Board of County Florida Atlantic University
Commissioners and the Broward Florida International University
County Cultural Division, with the Funding Arts Broward
able support of James Shermer, Marjorie Hahn & the South Florida
Grants Administrator Youth Symphony
Broward County Library Division




As our 25t year approaches its end, APAI is looking forward to collaborating with
other organizations to continue to foster an understanding of Indian culture and of
Indian Classical art forms in the South Florida community.

APAI Day, August 25, 2015
Proclamation from the Broward County Board of County Commissioners

Broward County Commissioner, the Honorable Lois Wexler with
Bharti and Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi, Brenda K. Bryant, and Kamlesh Oza

Al Wo EA T
October 1, 2004: Celebrating “India Day” at the Fort Lauderdale City Hall.
Bharti Chokshi, Mayor llene Lieberman and Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi.




Broward Cultural Division is a “Second Home” for APAI, a source of
guidance and grant support for our many programs.

Former Broward Cultural Division Director Broward Cultural Council Member
Mary Becht (front, 3rd from left) and Staff Robi Kurland (left) with Bharti Chokshi
with Bharti Chokshi (front, 4th from left) at Chitram 2011.

Jody Leshinsky (former Marketing Director, Division staff member Deborah Kerr (left)
Broward Cultural Division) (left) with with Bharti Chokshi at Rhythm of Rajasthan
_Bharti Chokshi




March 10, 2018: (from L) Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi, Broward Cultural Division Grant Director James Shermer
and Council Member Jodi Paris Jeffreys Tanner at “ Dancing for God”, at the Broward County Main Library
Auditorium

May 15, 2022: Grant Director James Shermer with Bharti Chokshi and APAI
Board Secretary Uma Eniasivam, attending “Tradition”

APAI Collaboration with the Broward County Library Division

January 21, 2016 “The Big Read Kickoff: Passport to India”: “Passport to India” featured a
colorful, unique blend of traditional and contemporary Indian dance, music and art.
Accompanied programming featuring books by Indian authors.  Video Links:

Part 1: https:/ /www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4Q8rF_6eqk

Part 2: https://youtu.be/IREyOmWDbpFs

August 2008 “Indus Valley Civilization: The Art of Sari” -- Video Link:
https:/ / get.google.com/albumarchive/102850003951464505476 / album/ AF1QipNLz2¢d3ixFBg
wmegiVOIrOskqoi9MDt6B4eGlw?source=pwa
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4Q8rF_6eqk
https://youtu.be/9REyQmWbpFs
https://get.google.com/albumarchive/102850003951464505476/album/AF1QipNLz2gd3jxFBgwmegiVOIrOskqoj9MDt6B4gGlw?source=pwa
https://get.google.com/albumarchive/102850003951464505476/album/AF1QipNLz2gd3jxFBgwmegiVOIrOskqoj9MDt6B4gGlw?source=pwa

2018 Diversity and Inclusion Award

February 2, 2016: The Honorable Kenneth W. Detzner, Florida Secretary of State, presents
Bharti Chokshi with the 2016 State Diversity and Inclusion Award,
which included a check for $1000.

o

THE DIVISION OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND THE CITIZENS FOR FLORIDA ARTS, INC.
ANNOUNCE THE DIVERSITY & INCLUSION AWARDS PROGRAM.

The Diversity & Inclusion Awards Program recognizes the efforts of individuals working to
make arts and cultural programming in Florida as diverse and inclusive as possible. The
Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs recognizes Florida’s diversity as one of the key
attributes to the state’s vibrant cultural landscape and through this program aims to supportthe
ongoing dedication of Florida’s cultural organizations to lead in this area.

Congratulations to the recipients of the 2016 Diversity & Inclusion Awards!

Association of Performing Arts of India $1,000

The Diversity & Inclusion Awards Program recognizes innovative and exceptional efforts that
promote diversity in arts and cultural programming. The diversity in nominated programs
represents efforts to broaden the reach of individuals engaged in cultural programming in
Florida. Inclusion addresses the programs and organizational strategies that welcome and

embrace the strengths and perspectives each person involved contributes.




April 8, 2016 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Inspiring Story on Association of Performing Arts of India
Broward County Cultural Arts Division
By David Schwartz

Beginning more than 20 years ago with a few friends meeting in the dining room of a house in Pembroke Pines to
hear Indian classical music, the Association of the Performing Arts of India promotes Indian culture by bringing
musicians, dancers and vocalists o audiences throughout Broward County.

“Our goal is to preserve our culture through concerts, lectures, demonstrations and classes,” said Bharti Chokshi,
APAI co-founder and executive director.

The music is the classical music of northem and southem India, not Bollywood, added APAI co-founder and board
chairman Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi. The dances are opera, studies about scripture and ancient folk stories, he said.

Performances have become “a kind of a treasure” for American audiences, Deenbandhu Chokshi added,
Performances “appeal to the higher senses—to the mind and intellect, and to spirituality,” Deenbandhu Chokshi said.
They even have a “meditative power.”

Fort Lauderdale attomey Georgia Robinson said a concert performance by Manju Bhatt Mehta on March 12-2018,
the “first lady of sitar,” was a "mind blowing experience. It just went right to the soul.” Art, music and dance, as well
as experiencing different cultures, “tenderize” the soul, Robinson said. “When you leave, you feel that your soul has
been touched in a way.”

Dr. Radha Kotamraju, who dances in the Kuchipudi style of southem India which goes back to the seventh
century, said the popular dance form explores the mythology and history of her ancestors and combines classical
music and poetry with dance. “It ties you to your roots," said the Miami physician who began dancing when she was
five years old and later studied
dance in India. “You find yourself in some way giving back or never giving up. It shows that you really care and feel
really committed to the art.”

Calcutta, India native Gourisankar Karmakar, a percussionist who now lives in Austin, Texas, often performs for
APAI audiences, usually playing tabla (Indian drums) while accompanying an artist playing sitar. Karmakar said he
enjoys performing in South Florida because "not only Indians but Americans too come to the concert, We get
exposure to a bigger audience.”

Bharti Chokshi said APAI's classical Indian performances usually attract people from ages 15 to 75. Artists often
perform at schools, after school programs, libraries and museums to bring Indian music and dance to children. Some
artists give master classes at South Florida colieges, she said.

APAI has “the best quality performers from India," said dancer Ranjana Warier. Students from her Indian classical
Rhythms School of Dance in Davie have participated in workshops at public schools and danced in stage shows.

Dancers from APAI performances have conducted master classes at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton.
“Students leamed something culturally different,” said Clarence Brooks, associate professor and director of dance.
Brooks said he was impressed by the visiting dancers' strength as performers, how strongly they were connected to
the music and how well they told the story with their eyes and hand gestures.

Broward College's Davie campus has hosted several master classes with visiting Indian musicians. One class,
with about eight students, featured tabla. “They were leaming a style of percussion that we don't offer,” said Scott
Miller, associate dean of visual and performing arts. “Without [Bharti Chokshi] and her organization, there's probably
almost a 100 percent chance that the type of culture she brings to South Florida would not be brought here,” Miller
said. “She’s providing us with a window to a culture that otherwise we would not have. Having this type of culture
here really enriches our environment.” ...




2018: Association of Performing Arts of India Legacy Fund
launch at Florida Atlantic University

e

From L: Michael J. Horswell, Ph.D., Dean of the Dorothy F. Schidt College of Arts and Letters at Florida
Atlantic University; Dr. Deenbandhu and Bharti Chokshi; Laurie Carney, FAU Senior Director of Development
and Outreach




Association of Performing Arts
of India Preserves Music and
Dance Traditions
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libraries and temples throughout
Broward County. In addition to three
scheduled performances for 2001,
APAL offers a variety of workshops in

sitar, a stringed instrument, and tabla,

@ percussion instrument. New KhIS
year are workshops in classical
Indian dance for all ages.

“We provide the only venue for
classical Indian music in Broward
County. The new generation is
broadening its cultural horizons
and expanding its musical interest,”
Lesham says. He worked closely with
Chokshi 1o attract such prominem
performers as dancers Sunayana
Hazarilal, La Conja and Leandra

La Greca, guitarist Jorge Luis Perez,
sarangi player Ramesh Misra and
tabla player Samir Chatterjee for the
organizations concerts this vear,

Chokshi grew up in Gujarat,

India, where she studied the sitar, a
long-necked lute, under the muelage
ol a skilled guru. For over 25 years
she honed her skills and developed a
love and appreciation for this ancient
music, Through workshops, she
shares her talents with local students,
ranging in age from seven through
adult. Additionally, she often brings
her artistry to students in area schoaols
and colleges via lecture-demonstra-
tions. She visits India regularly 1o
tuke classes from her guru.

Chokshi is thankful for the suppon
her organization receives from
Broward Cultural Affairs 10 present its
concerts. She also says APAT utilizes
the facilities and services offered by
ArtServe, including the cooperative
marketing program. “It is very
helplul 10 find out about grants and
1o assist with publicity.” she says

Her luture plans for APAl include
the development of programs with
Broward schools and area universities

Helene Eisenberg Foster is a
[reelance writer in Boca Raton

All performances begin w730 pan. at the Broward County Main

Library, 100 8. Andrews Ave., Fort Lauderdale, For more information,
call the Association of Performing Avts of India at 954-431-4447.

SATURDAY, APRIL 14
Flamenco Dance and Music and Indian Music
Samir Chattrejee — tabla (percussion)
Leandra L Greca snd La Conja — Flamenco Dance
Romerito de Huelva (Jorge Luis Perez) - guitar
Pandit Ramesh Misra ~ sarangi (stringed instrument)

SATURDAY, JUNE 16
A Rare Sivar/Shehnai Duo with Tabla
Ustad Ali Ahmed Hussain Khan ~ shehnai (wind instrument)
Pandit Monilal Nag - sitar (stringed instrument)
Subhen Chatterjee — tabla (percussion)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

North Indian Classical Dance "Kathak” with live music
Sunayana Hazarilal — Kathak dance
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Funding Arts Broward — better known as FAB! — awarded $180,000 in grants to 21 area
cultural organizations for 2007. The grants range from from $1,500 to $15,000. Pictured at
the presentation ceremonies are (from left) FAB! member Cindy Levin, grant recipient
Bharti Chokshi with Association of Performing Arts India, and FAB! member Jean Schwartz.
"FAB! has a direct impact on the cultural climate of Broward County," Levin says. "Visual
and performing arts organizations write grants applying for funds," Schwartz adds. "FAB!
members contribute $1,000 each, participate in the grant evaluation process and make the
decisions for distributing the funds." To learn more, visit www.fundingartsbroward.org.

ftural Quarterly FALL 2006 4 www, broward.org/arts




Live Interviews of APAI Artists on 91.3 WLRN’s “Tropical
Current”, Hosted by Ed Bell

WLRN’s Ed Bell with Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi, Vidushi Veena Sahasrabudde, and M.
Sahasrabudde.

Video Links to Live Interview Recordings

Lakshmi Shankar: August 23, 2002

Interview with Bharti Chokshi and Lakshmi Shankar, accompanied by on
harmonium Ramdatt Upadhyay and on Tabla by Rajesh Bhandari.

Video link https://youtu.be/2e2rSehgbZg

Viji Prakash of the Shakti Dance Company: August 9, 2004

Interview with Viji Prakash highlighting the Association of Performing Arts of
India’s presentation of “Prince to Buddha” Video Link:

https:/ /youtu.be/sTeTfV50n6g

Dr. N. Rajam and Dr. Sangeeta Shankar:, May 6, 2006
Video Link: https://voutu.be/G v 9YR4IKk

Shubhendra & Saskia Rao & Biplab Bhattacharya, June 6, 2008
Video Link: https://voutu.be/xul4L10PPTQ



https://youtu.be/2e2rSehg5Zg
https://youtu.be/sTeTfV50n6g
https://youtu.be/G_y_9YR4lKk
https://youtu.be/xu14L10PPTQ

August 24, 2018, APAI 20t Anniversary Celebrating the Arts of India
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APAI On Beacon TV
June 29, 2010, Iris Acker interviews APAI’s Bharti Chokshi and Miron Leshem
Video Link: https://voutu.be/vODALN3AKNO

Iris Acker 'siinterview VTS_.01_2.VOB
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https://youtu.be/y0DALN3AKNo

I \ DFS College of Arts and Letters
. Department of Music
FLOT]DA& 777 Glades Road

ATLANTIC Boca Raton
UNIVERSITY FL 33431

January 24, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

I began a long collaborative partnership with the Association of Performing Arts of India (APAI) shortly
after my arrival at Florida Atlantic University in 2003. Since that time, President Bharti Chokshi,
Chairman of the Board Dr. Deenbandhu Chokshi, and I have striven to provide education in Indian
classical music traditions to students and the greater university community at FAU, in Boca Raton.

In cooperation with APAL the FAU Department of Music and the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts
and Letters has produced on-campus concerts, workshops, master classes, and in-class lectures by a host
of artists from a wide variety of Indian classical music traditions. Visiting professional musicians have
included innovative raga pianist Utsav Lal, Grammy Award-winning mo/han veena (slide-guitar)
virtuoso Krishna Mohan Bhatt, globally recognized sitarists Irshad Khan and Aloke Dasgupta, and the
ethereal Dhrupad vocal stylings of the Gundecha Brothers. APAI also funded a 2009 FAU course
offering in Bharat Natvam Indian classical dance, which concluded with a well-received student recital.
In 2018, APAI formed the FAU Foundation Legacy Fund to insure the continuation of Indian classical
music education at FAU throughout the twenty-first century and beyond.

It is a great pleasure to continue my work with the Association of Performing Arts of India, and I would
like to personally congratulate and thank them for their 25 years of devoted service to FAU and the
South Florida region.

Sincerely,

(%7 (==

Professor of Music
Florida Atlantic University

Ant Equad OpporturatyEqual Access Tnstitulion




Accolades from Our Well Wishers

From Viji Prakash and the Shakti Dance Company ,Los Angeles
Congratulations to the amazing organization APAI and its founders- drivers Bharati
and Choksibhai ! Shakti had the honor to present almost all our productions for APAI
for almost 2 decades. Bhagavad Gita, Meera, Shiva Shakti, Prince to Buddha,
Ramayana and many more! Each of the events had our wonderful Lakshmi Shankar as
the featured vocalist, with so many amazing Shakti musicians and dancers traveling to
Florida.

And each tour was a Work of Art! Such great theatres and tech provisions, great
publicity and audience response, hospitality at its best .Each time we came it was the same care and love.
All the artists to this date fondly remember Shakti Florida Diaries 2002 to 2010!

Congratulations to you both and APAI on 25 years of artistic excellence!

From Ranjan and Vinod Patel and Bhavini, Ketan, Nikhil, Kavin, Amit, Minal,
Sarina and Sajan
Our hearty congratulations on this 25t anniversary of your wonderful organization.

With your relentless dedication and focus, you have promoted our precious classical art in this
community. Ranjan and I are very fortunate to witness performances of top-notch artists in
classical music and dance right at our doorstep. To enjoy their performances from close
proximity and mingle with them is a special treat, which is not easy in bigger cities. Your effort
is very much appreciated.

Though effort is challenging, you always have a very welcoming smile on you.

From Mohini and Dr. Manohar Athavale
Congratulations to Dr. Deenbandhu and Bharti Chokshi, along
with APAI board, on celebrating 25 years of APAI. Because of
your hard work and dedication to the Indian classical music,
we, the community has enjoyed music by top-notch artists from
around the world, be it vocal, instrumental or dance/drama.
We wish you all the best and looking forward to more programs
in the next 25 years by APAI!




From Fred Jonas

Best Wishes on APAI’s 25t Anniversary!

For several (however many it's been) years, I have gotten immense
enjoyment from APAI and its presentation to south Florida audiences
of the best -- some of the brightest shining lights! -- of classical Indian
art. It is dramatically enriching. Most of this has been music, and some
has been dance. And the "cherry on top" has sometimes been a meal to
go with it. I try never to miss an APAI presentation, when I can
possibly get to them.

From Hina and Dr. Naresh Pathak

What a phenomenal 25 years! We have listened to the “giants”
and the “world’s best of the best” artists. Artists of this
caliber are accessible in concerts in India far away on stage
when you are amongst 1000 people. Here we had the fortune
of being with them up close in person, feeling immersed in
their art.Thank you APAI with Bhartiben and Dr. Chokshi at
helm making it all possible. With gratitude

“Congratulations on 25 years of expanding our understandmg of
the world and art and commitment to community and culture”.
And on a more personal note, it really is wonderful to see this
milestone. I continue to be impressed at what you have done and
grateful to have been able to see how you have built this and to
have working with you over the years. I cannot begin to count the
number of times I have used your work as an example to students
and other community organizations I have worked with across the
country.

You are a testament to the power of art in our lives and our Martha and Mark Nerenhau.s’,en with
communities. Bharti Chokshi at Pt. Jasraj's Concert

June 2007 at the Broward Center




From Scott Miller, Dean of Arts, Humanities & Design, Broward College
“APAl is a jewel in our community.” As a long-standing partner

with Bharti Chokshi, Broward College's Visual & Performing Arts

Department is proud to celebrate 25 years of APAI's excellence. Our §

students have benefited from this relationship. They experienced |

the richness of Indian culture - whether dancing kathak with master |

performers, learning the art of tabla or listening to ancient ragas

performed anew on the modern grand piano. Presenting India's
performing and visual arts has been a wellspring of inspiration to

From L: Liam, Roen, Bharti
generations of arts lovers in South Florida. We are a better Chokshi, Professor Scott Miller,

community because APAI continues its work to educate and and Dr. Chokshi at Ustad Shujat
enlighten us. Khan’s concert on September 14,

Congratulations, APAI and Bharti on 25 years! 2019, at the Broward Center

CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE

From Nathan Katz

Distinguished Professor, Emeritus, FIU
Bhagwan Mahavir Professor of Jain studies
Director of Jewish Studies

Founder, Program in the Study of Spirituality

India is philosophy and literature. India is architecture, engineering,

mathematics, and science. India is cuisine. India is sculpture and panting.
India is drama. India is her gardens. But as much as anything else, India is music and dance.
Ever since 1998, the Association of the Performing Arts of India has been bringing superb talents
to South Florida, introducing us to this most meaningful and accessible aspect of the glorious
Indian culture to us. We owe profound gratitude to Bharti and Deenbandhu Chokshi for their
visionary and indefatigable leadership.

Month after month, year after year for a quarter century, the world’s leading artists on
classical Indian music and dance have regaled us. From all corners of India to all corners of
Dade and Broward Counties, these precious sounds and sights have been an embodiment of
APAI's motto, NADA BRAHMA, Sound is God.

Best Wishes from the Gundecha Brothers on

APALI's 25th Anniversary.
https:/ /voutu.be/dsSwYwmjeTM



https://youtu.be/dsSwYwmjgTM

From Dr. Andrea M. Seidel
Former Founder/Director, Florida International University's Intercultural
Dance and Music Institute, housed in FIU's Latin American and Caribbean
Center; Artistic Director, Isadora Duncan Dance Ensemble; Professor

. Emerita, Department of Dance, Florida International University

December 18, 2022

It is with great pleasure that I extend my deep appreciation and

congratulations to the Association of Performing Arts of India, Bharti
Chokshi and the Board of Directors on the 25th Anniversary of APAL It is indeed an
extraordinary milestone and pioneering achievement in the presentation, promotion, and
preservation of Indian Classical Dance and Music. The South Florida cultural community is
greatly enriched by APAI's stellar international programming. In addition to educating, the
community about these exquisite art forms, APAI through the tireless efforts of Bharti Chokshi,
has reached out across many cultural boundaries to collaborate with dancers and musicians in
many diverse art forms. I and my modern dance company, the Isadora Duncan Dance Ensemble,
along with FIU's Intercultural Dance and Music Institute, have been privileged on numerous
occasions to participate and collaborate with APAI in joint programs featuring a variety of world
dance genres. It is testament to the fortitude and vision of the organization to not only prevail
through this long pandemic, economic recessions, and other challenges but to thrive and
prosper. It is my honor to congratulate them on their achievements and I wish APAI continued
success for many more decades to come.

From Peter Lavezzoli, Author of “The Dawn of Indian Music in the West”,
Bhairavi, December 8, 2022

“It is with profound gratitude and love that I congratulate our dear
Bhartiji and the entire board of directors, as we celebrate 25 years of
APAI this coming February 25 — which will also happen to be the 80th
birthday of George Harrison, who had a similar passion for sharing the
music and arts of India with the rest of the world. Thanks to Bhartiji
and APAI, South Florida has been blessed to receive magnificent
performances from legends ranging from Pandit Jasraj, Zakir Hussain,
V.M. Bhatt, and so many more. We thank Bhartiji and APAI for their
great success of the past 25 years, and we look forward to much more to
come, thanks to the support of our generous and grateful community.

Mrs. Sukanya Shankar, Peter
Lavezzoli, and Pt. Ravi Shankar




From Ustad Irshad Khan

Congratulations to you and all at APAI We appreciate your
dedicated hard work and sincerity to promote our Indian Classical
§ arts for the last 25 years. Good luck and I wish you the best.

From Pt. Krishna Mohan Bhatt

My heartfelt congratulations and felicitations to Dr.Chokshi and
Bhartiji along with APAI team on the occasion of celebrating APAI’s
25th anniversary for bringing India’s finest performing arts and
culture, music and musicians for all these years to the wonderful
audiences of Ft. Lauderdale in Florida. With all our support, love and
best wishes to you. And warm regards. Sending from Jaipur:

Krishna M. Bhatt, Internationally acclaimed Sitarist,

Performer, Composer, and Teacher.

India, New York.

| Best Wishes from Mitali Banerjee Bhawmik (vocalist) on APAI’s
25th Anniversary. https://youtu.be/f2gv60jjMhU

Best Wishes from Pt. Subhen Chatterjee’s (Tabla Maestro) on
APALI’s 25 th Anniversary.
https:/ /voutube.com/shorts/iotWcwWRGXQ?feature=share



https://youtu.be/f2gv6ojjMhU
https://youtube.com/shorts/iotWcwWRGXQ?feature=share

From Wilbur and Hansa May

Dear Bharti, Dear Dr. Deenbandhu--
Congratulations to your 20t anniversary and the outstanding
celebration. It was a feast for all senses, something for the eyes,
the stomach and the ears. And, of course, the mind was
nourished. The movie, "The music room" was well chosen for
this occasion. A masterwork in black and white, making all
emotional levels visible, notably the decline of an epoch rich in culture, as well as of a human life
in the grip of old age. Fantastic! And the food was excellent. The height of the evening was the
music performance, ecstatic and uplifting.
All was so well organized and planned with love making this worthy celebration a success.
Praise to your ongoing dedication to bring us the best of Indian culture. You are real
ambassadors, keep going, and you will have our full support.
Thank you.

From Fernando Subirates

The film was stellar; I would love to see more screenings like that which feature vintage Indian
music. Both venues were great. Love the idea of dinner and show going forward.

Thank you again for the privilege of introducing the artists. I hope I did justice to the artists, the
organizers and to the music.

From Brenda K. Bryant, APAI Volunteer

A friend recently asked me why I have an interest in Indian Classical Music and Dance
and why I devote so much time to working with the Association of Performing Arts of
India. This is what I told him:

“It is part of the history of how we, all the human beings on this planet, came to be what
we are today -- but Indian Classical Music and Dance is not a remnant of a some long-
gone cultural, an archaeological record. Rather, it is a living, breathing expression of one
of the seminal foundations of the World’s culture as a whole. It is a source of knowledge
about an astoundingly rich culture, about critical structures in music and dance that have
influenced music and dance in many cultures. And it has a kind of magic for me, the
rhythms, the influences I hear in so many forms of music, from Jazz to folk to classical . . .
the movements, positions, and rhythms I see in many forms of dance. The music is
complex and engaging. The dance is beautiful to see.
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Concert gives an education on Indian culture
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By Linda Dankovich
EastSider Stafl

Those with mone exotic
taste in music have an
opportunity to hear an
Indian classical vocal con-
cert with Lakshol Shankar,
one of India’s most well-
known vocalists

The Shankar  family

bt be described as the
of Indian music
Lakshmi's brother-in-law
and musical colleague is the
lugendary  sitar  virtuoso
Ravi Shankar, probably
most famous here for his
“collaborations with the late
 Goworge Harrison.
Saturday's concert at the
Broward County Main
- Libtary Auditorium, spon-
D h Assocation of
minge Arts of lndia, s

s aesult of adoration and
natic by asso+

Chokshi

caation founder

Bharii

T have héaed her

[Shankar} live in India 10 or

15 yoars ago,” said Chokshi.
I was in love with her
voee.”

After 25 vears of hosting
house concerts, Chokshi
said she established the
Association to create aware-
ness of Indian music and to
Belp bring It to the main-
stream. She has been trying
tor several years lo per-
stiade Shankar to sppeat in
South Florda.

Shinkar, who recantly
celpbrated her 76th birth
day. has more than half-o:
century of mecording and
performing to her credit
and has lent her voiee 10
many, films, including the
Academy Award-winning

S
Having been bom n

India at a time when even
American woman had lim-
Ited .‘chmu
3 ‘s biggest achicve
ment might be having »
career it all. "In my moth.
or's thme, my mother was
kind of rebel My mother
wanted me to alng and
dance,” Shankar <aid.
Mﬂmﬁ&"\n a child,
Lakshmi Shankar had been
more inferested in masic
her mother wanted her 1o
pursue o careey as a dances,

0 Shankar began. taking

leusons at an early age As
she got oldes she tralbed B
;nd wenmany‘ MnedM a E
ance trou n Madras.
GRINE N«r& v Ravi's
brother Uday Shatikae. She
would later marry. Udiy's
¥ brother Rajndra.
A »
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Pines woman brings India to S. Florida
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Get Cultured
India cooks up some spicy instrumentals

BY AURRA SCHNOEDER

The Amsnciation of Peefurming Arts of India Jesents o perfarmance guaranteed
et kniock your socks off, orat least stoal the elugle vut of them, Shu-
SAY  Joat Husain Khan performs on sitsr and Tony Namasar tabla
for wn evening of culturally refined music. Shujaat comes = long
8/30 i of sitar -
— "playury, j0-
Ingrall the way beck to his
great-great grandfather.
He began practicing a1
mie 3, snd he employs
the wusical style of the
yiyaki ang to wimic the
sound of the human
volce, Shujant aleo sings
folk wongs uod inter-
twines pootsy with his
msic, United Natipna
recently chose him as
the solw urtiss 1o repre.
sent lodia in o perform.

once ot the prestigious
Asaembly 1 Genevi,
Now, that's thing.
Check our Riess two
wotldly niusicians at the
Broward County Muin
Library Auditorium, 100
S Androws Ave., Fart

J Lauderdale. Tickota cost

$20 und $40, and the
ehow starts at 7 o, Call
V54-NB5-1460.

——————
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Subj: Just Great!

Date: 8/10/2004 6:20:46 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: JSHERMER@browara,org

To Apaiofsflorida@aol.com

Sent from the Intemet (Detalls)

Bharti-

A wonderful performance on Sunday night. It was tremendous.

An authentic performance by the dance company, and a meaningful artistic experience for the
audience (a full-house, a really great example of “civic engagement” with the community).

You have done a marvelous job with your company in just a few years.

| hope that APAI plans to re-apply to the Cultural Diversity Program (CDP), once again, for FY
2006 funding.

For FY 2006:

Application Deadline: October 15

Cultural Diversity Program Workshoj
September 8, 2004
Wednesday, 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Main Library- Bienes Conference Room 6" Floor

Cultural Diversity Program Deadline
October 15, 2004
Friday, 4:30 p.m.

Best,
Jim

James Shermer

Grants Administrator

Broward Cultural Division

100 South Andrews Avenue, 6th Floor
Fort Lauderdale, FL. 33301-1829
(954) 357-7502

954-357-5769 FAX
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CONSUL GENERAL OF INDIA
HOUSTON

July 28, 2008

| am very happy to learn that Association of Performing Arts of
India and Broward County are honouring India in a month-long
celebration of her history, arts and cultures. I would have liked to
attend the event in
due to other prior commitments,

India has ancient and rich cultural traditions which are also the
most diverse in the world. They extend to every field - be it language,
music, dance, costume or cuisine. | am sure that the presentations
will effectively highlight Indiz's vibrant culture and will generate
greater interest in India. The event will, therefore, contribute to better
understanding of India. | extend my best wishes for the success of
this important initiative. R
/

Ry (e

(LS.M. Favai )

Ms. Bharti D. Chokshi,
Founder/President

Association of Performing Arts of India
10831 NW 17" Ct.

Pembroke Pines,

FL-33028.

3 Post Oak Central, Suite #600 1990 Post Oak Bivd. « Houston, Texas 77056
Tel: (713) 626-3153 and (713) 626-2149 « Fax: (713) 626-2450 and (713) 993.9347
E-mail: consulgenhouston@swhell.net » Website www.cgihouston,org




INDIA:

Journey through the
Indus Valley Civilization

|" WAKD

«.ltt BR V\‘ARD im

'INDIA:

JOURNEY THROUGH THE INDUS VALLEY CIVILIZATION

AUGUST 1- 31, 2008
A Multi-media Presentation of the
History, Arts and Cultures of India
‘ Broward County Main Library
| 100 Sourh Andrews Ave., Fort Landerdale

AUGUST 4-31
Broward Main Library, gallery 6
THE ART OF THE SARI:

Visiouy styles of the chmns of India.
The Sari is as old as the civilization of India.

AUGUST 12, 13, 14
South Regional BCC Library
7300 Pines Blvd., Pembroke Pines
INDIA FILM FESTIVAL
THE APU TRILOGY
Indian film maker Saryajic Ray created
| one of the screen’s great family tales the
story of a mother's love for her son, and
the son’s conflicting need for advenrure
and independence.

AUGUST 16
Five Rara Dhowon 2 B uf Bestwty: The Koiobess Art o 8.G. Shorma | Mewdlale Wbliihing ) Broward Main 1 ibrary Auditorium
Multi-media Presentation of the Histor)'. Arts and Cultures of India

DANCE INDIA
August 1-31, 2008

An afternoon Ofmwng pcrk»rmanu:
Broward County Main Library

taking the audience into a journey
through the Bhasata naryam, Karhak,
100 South Andrews Ave. Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301

| Kathakali, Manipuri, Kuchipu and Odissi.

56
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SPOTLIGHT ON STAGE

Thursday, August 19, 2010

P

ing i order 10 pursue
this wind instromont.
After live yoars of in-
onsiva tralning, with
Al India Radio at Cut-
tack, he was rans-
ferred 1o All India
Hadio al Bombay.
Under the guldance of
Sur Bahat virtuoso
Shrimati Annapurma

Dew, the daughter of

the greal leacher and
musician, Ustaad Allaud-
din Khan, of the Maihar
school of music, that he
entered and spenl the
most significant years of
his career. Her influence
gave his music depth
and dimension and was
his inspiration (o pursue
& New career,

{n addition 10 his classi-
oal music, Chaurasia was
also an experlenced
Hindl language fitm
music director and col-
laborated with various
world musicians in exper-
imental cross-cultural
petformances with the fu-
sion group Shakli. He
has worked with several
westemn musiclans, in-
cluding John Mctaughiin
and Jan Garbarek. He
has performed through-
oul the world winning ac-

claim from audiences
and fellow musicians,
winning a number of
awards from the years
1884 to 2000, as an in-
ternational, renowned ax-
ponent of the bamboo
flute.

Save the data, for this
unique performance,
September 4, 2010, at 6
p.m, In the Amalturo The-
atre al the Performing
Arts Center, Tickets are
$29 to $129 al the Cen-
ler's box office. A post-
concert fundraising
dinner with the artisis Is
$75 additional. Call;
(954) 462-0222 for Infor-
mation.
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F!mob Centar for the Book ond
&oword County Ubrany
&Owd County o join

. THE BIG READ
Fel

sl of
Mkzl:!:\l"'t‘;‘n?r Iy

NATIOMAL ENDOWMENT
Sor tis ARTS

-sake
by Jhumpa Lahiri

Holi Festival

of Colors

Saturday, February 18 » 2 t0 4 p.m,
Southwest Regional Library

16835 Sheridan Street

Pembroke Pines, FL 33331
954-357-6580

Haoll s & Hindu spnng festival

in Incia ond Nepal, alsa Known as

the festival of colors or the festival of
shanng love. Highlights of this festival

will includie: "Celestiol Indka” 0 donke
performonce by Niitay Surhabhi School

of Dance. Skar musi performed biy the
Fssociation of Rerforming Arts of India, food
tostings, ond the grand finole color tosst

Visit Broward.org/Library/Read

for maore details on The Big Read

‘ Honcla Center lar the Book ot Browiard County Ubrany, Young 3 ki
Rt of Indio (Wi apaiort com)
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